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The Town Centre

As the regional shopping
centre in the Heads of the
Valleys area Merthyr Tydfil
Town Centre offers excellent
facilities including a mix of local
and high street name shops.

An outdoor market operates
on Tuesdays and Saturdays
with an indoor market of familiy owned stalls operating
throughout the week.

Merthyr Tydfil offers two central shopping centres - St.
Tydfil Square and Beacons Arcade. An open canopy
covers St. Tydfil Square while Beacons Arcade is
enclosed.

In addition to the shopping centres
the town centre offers additional
pedestrianised areas (highlighted
in the town centre map) with easy
access to bus and rail networks.

Merthyr Tydfil operates a Shopmobility
scheme (see Useful Information)
enabling easy access to all.

With a range of restaurants, cafes and public houses the
town centre caters for a variety of tastes.

There are a number of places to visit within the
town centre and County Borough as highlighted
on the town centre map and described within
places to visit.
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About Merthyr Tydfil

Past, Present & Future ‘E EJ m[

Merthyr Tydfil has a proud and fascinating
past. The town and surrounding area left
its mark during the Industrial Revolution and
from the mid-nineteenth century became a
cradle of industry and commerce. The first
major iron furnace was established in 1759
and later developed by the “Guest” family
into the “Dowlais Works”, one of the first
major iron producers in the world and in ,_:
operation until the late 1980’s.

Today as a result of two decades of
reclamation and regeneration Merthyr Tydfil §
offers many development opportunities to
businesses and individuals. The area also
offers idyllic scenery as well as a wealth
of heritage that has resulted in tourism
becoming an important aspect in the
economy of the County Borough.

Plans in place for Merthyr Tydfil will see
much development and investment in the
forthcoming years that will result in major
changes to the town in the enhancement of
its overall environment and in the provision
of facilities and services.

Over the past two years Merthyr Tydfil CBC in conjunction with
the Merthyr Tydfil Town Centre Partnership has developed a
range of projects for the Town Centre.

It is planned that these projects will be implemented during the
next few years that will result in major improvements to the urban
environment of the town, including public realm improvements,
building enhancement schemes, landscaping proposals and the
bringing forward of key development sites.
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Facts, Figures & Famous People

Merthyr Tydfil is the smallest Local Authority in Wales with a population
of 55,981 (2001 Census) and an area covering 11,114 hectares.

One fifth of Merthyr Tydfil lies within the Brecon Beacons National
Park.

Merthyr Tydfil was named after the 5th Century Princess Tydfil who
was martyred during a pagan raid.

One of the world’s first [ronworks bridges was built in Pontycafnau,
Merthyr Tydfil, circa 1810.

The first steam powered locomotive (designed and built by Richard
Trevithick) ran from Penydarren Ironworks to Abercynon in 1804.

The Crawshays of Cyfarthfa, Hills of Plymouth, Guests of Dowlais
and Homfrays of Penydarren were all at the heart of the industrial
revolution in Merthyr Tydfil in the nineteenth century.

James Keir Hardie - elected as the first independent MP for Merthyr
Tydfil in 1900 and one of the key figures in national political and
Labour Party history.

Merthyr Tydfil was the scene of a political uprising in 1831. As a
result, Richard Lewis - known locally as Dic Penderyn was executive
and became a “Martyr of the Welsh Working Class”.

Joseph Parry - famous composer was born in 1841 at no. 4 Chapel
Row, Merthyr Tydfil.

Johnny Owen - The ‘Matchstick Man” was the first Welshman to win
Commonwealth and European Boxing Bantamweight titles.

Eddie Thomas MBE - the ‘Merthyr Marvel’ was a British and European
Welterweight Boxing Champion and twice managed world champion
boxers.

Howard Winstone MBE - The Welsh Wizard was Featherweight
Boxing Champion of the World in 1968.

Laura Ashley - designer and founder of the clothing and furnishing
business, was born in Dowlais.
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Places to Visit

Joseph Parry’s Ironworkers Cottage : The birthplace of Dr. Joseph
Parry. The first floor houses an exhibition about Joseph Parry while
the ground floor has been restored to highlight what life was like in
the 1840’s.

Morlais Castle : Visit the ruins of the castle and view the surrounding
scenery.

Rhydycar Leisure Centre : The Centre offers leisure and health
facilities together with a lounge bar and creche.

Taff Bargoed Millennium Park (The Welsh International
Climbing Centre and Taff Bargoed Centre) : Accessed by the Celtic
Trail which runs through the site the centre offers numerous activities
including a state of the art climbing complex.

Taff Fechan Nature Reserve : Enjoy the scenery and woodland
areas.

Taff Trail : Linking Cardiff to Merthyr Tydfil the Trail is designed for use
by both cyclists and walkers.

Trevithick Tramroad Trail : Following the route of the Penydarren
Tramroad the 9.5-mile route leads to the Trevithick Tunnel.

Trevithick’s Tunnel Interpretation Point : The tunnel through which
the historical first steam powered railway journey took place in 1804.

Tydfil Trail : One of a range of local heritage trails that allow visitors
to see historic sites and places of interest. The Tydfil Trail encircles the
heart of Merthyr Tydfil.

St. Tydfil’s Church : Built on the site of an original medieval church.
Present church designed by renown Victorian architect J.L. Pearson in
1891 and rebuilt between 1895 and 1901. Situated to the front of
the Church is a fountain, erected in memory of Robert and Lucy Thomas,
pioneers of the Welsh steam coal trade.
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Useful Contact Information
Gwybodaeth Gyswillt Ddefnyddiol

Merthyr Tydfil Police Station

Swyddfa Heddlu Merthyr Tudful....................... 01685 722541
Prince Charles Hospital

Ysbyty Tywysog Siarl 01685 721721
Merthyr Tydfil Town Centre Partnership

& Town Centre Manager

Partneriaeth Canol Tref a Rheolwr
Canol Tref Merthyr Tudful

Merthyr Tydfil CBC
CBS Merthyr Tudful
Tourist Information Centre
Canolfan Croeso.

Merthyr Tydfil Central Library

01685 384468

01685 725000

01685 379884

This guide was produced by the
Merthyr Tydfil Town Centre Partnership

Llyfrgell Ganolog Merthyr Tudful...................... 01685 723057

Rhydycar Leisure Centre with the assistance of Merthyr Tydfil
Canolfan Hamdden Rhydycar..............coe.n...d o685 37491 S ay County Borough Council.

Merthyr Tydfil Shopmobilty 7 R

Cymorth Siopa Merthyr Tudful ........................ 01685373237 /T Cynhyrchwyd y ganllaw hon gan
Merthyr Tydfil College b ey Bartneriaeth Canol Tref Merthyr Tudful
Coleg Merthyr Tudful 0685 726000 | = gyda chymorth Cyngor Bwrdeistref

Sirol Merthyr Tudful

A
This document is available in large print format at :
Mae’r ddogfen hon ar gael mewm print bras ar :

www.merthyr.gov.uk

Rhydycar
Leisure Centre

www.merthyrtydfil.org.uk
towncentre@merthyr.gov.uk
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Places to Visit

Brecon Beacons National Park : Situated to the north of
Merthyr Tydfil the National Park covers an area of 520 sq. miles
and incorporates the Black Mountains, Central Beacons and Forest
Fawr.

Brecon Mountain Railway : The vintage steam locomotives run
from March to October along the entire Taf Fechan Reservoir to
Dolygaer.

Celtic Trail : Linking with the Taff Bargoed Millennium Park the
trail covers 220 miles of beautiful landscape across South and West
Wales.

Cyfarthfa Castle Museum and Art Gallery : Built by the
Crawshay family in the Nineteenth Century, Cyfarthfa Castle now
stands as a restored grand house overlooking the site of the Cyfarthfa
Ironworks. It houses a Museum and Art Gallery of both permanent
and temporary exhibitions that highlight Merthyr’s long history.

charthfa Park : Consists of 160 acres of parkland surrounding
Cyfarthfa Castle. The grounds contain lakes, woodland walks and
hosts summer events.

Dolygaer Outdoor Education Centre : Situated in 1| acres of
National Parkland the Centre offers a variety of programmes and
activities and can house 40 visitors in its four dormitories.

Garwnant Visitor Centre : The Centre provides numerous
activities. including orienteering.

Gethin Woodland Park : The Park includes way marked walks
allowing the forest environment to be appreciated.

< Ystrad Mynocho

Leoedd i Ymweld

Parc Cenedlaethol Bannau Brycheiniog : Lleolir i Ogledd Merthyr
Tudful mae’r Parc Cenedlaethol yn cwmpasu 520 milltir sg. ac yn
cynnwys y Mynyddoedd Du, y Bannau Canolog a Forest Fawr.

Rueilffordd Mynydd Brycheiniog : Mae’r hen locomotifau ager
yn rhedeg o Fawrth i Hydref ar hyd yr holl Gronfa Taf Fechan i
Dolygaer.

Lon Geltaidd : Gan gysylltu & Pharc Cenedlaethol Taf Bargoed
mae’r [6n yn cwmpasu 229 milltir o dirwedd hyfryd ar draws De a
Gorllewin Cymru.

Amgueddfa ac Oriel Gelf Castell Cyfarthfa : Adeiladwyd gan y
teulu Crawshay yn y Bedwaredd Ganrif ar Bymtheg, mae Castell Cyfarthfa
yn sefyll erbyn hyn fel ty mawr adferedig sy'n edrych dros Waith Haearn
Cyfarthfa. Mae’'n gartref i amgueddfa ac oriel gelf o arddangosfeydd
sefydlog a thros dro sy'n pwysleisio hanes hir Merthyr.

Parc Cyfarthfa : Cynnwys 160 erw o barcdir o gwmpas Castell
Cyfarthfa. Mae’n meysydd yn cynnwys llynnoedd, troeon coedwigol
ac yn cynnal digwyddiadau yn ystod yr haf.

Canolfan Addysg Awyr Agored Dolygaer : Lleoliryn 11 erw a
Barcdir Cenedlaethol, mae’r ganolfan yn cynnig ystod o raglenni a
gweithgareddau a gall letya ar gyfer 40 o ymwelwyr yn ei phedwar
ystafell gysgu.

Canolfan Ymwelwyr Garwnant : Mae’r ganolfan yn darparu
gweithgareddau amrywiol gan gynnwys cyfeiriadu.

Parc Cowtir Gethin : Mae'r Parc yn cynnwys troeon ffyrdd a marc
sy'n caniatau’r fforest i'w gwerthfawrogi.




